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An Account of the Advantages of the 
Ploughs and Methods recommended in a former 
Treatiſe, as ſince proved on Tryal. 


AND 


Some REMARKS added for an eaſy Improves 
ment of the Lands now uſed in Tillage, and of Scher 
Lands in this Kingdom. 


By SAM PEIRSON, A. Br 
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Tillage in Ireland, &c: 


lage, by the Uſe of t 


SOME FARTHER. 


CONSIDERATIONS 


FOR THE 


IMPROVEMENT 


OF THE 


EE difficult Reception 
of any Alteration in 
Cuſtom and long Pra- 
ctice, notwithſtanding 
the admitted Neceſſity 
of it, makes me wil- 
lingly preface this Ad- 
dition to a former 
Tread with an Account of the demon- 
ſtrated 8 and 5 Gain in Til- 
e Ploughs recom- 
mended in that propoſed . 
an 


ather becauſe the certain Proof 

of Profit will allure the induſtrious Huſ- 

| bandman again to practiſe Tillage, as the 

* want of ſome reaſonable Return has evi- 

dently at this time forced almoſt an en- 
tire Neglect and Diſuſe of it; for this Rea- 

ſon, and thereby to give the fuller Infor- 
mation to the Publick, I put this Improve- 
ment on tryal to an open View at the 
Lands of Aruraß, about ten Miles from 
Dublin, in the Middle of the County of 
Kildare, a knoun Corn Country, and its 

Inhabitants remarkable Ploughmen; Ibe- 

lieve it may faffice here, without repeat- 
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ing the Ways of the Tillage, to obſerve, 
that there was about ſeventeen Acres plow- 
ell and ſowed with Wheat, with the Ploughs, 
and in the before- directed Method; ſo that 
the Expence ſaved was ſoon evident and 
agreed to, and this Work was done by 
People bred in that Country, and but then 
newly inſtructed — The neighbouring 
Farmers frequently view'd and made their 
_ Obſervations of the growing Crop, and 
agreed that its Appearance promiſed well, 
that the Futrows and Ridges were all fil- 
led with even Corn, and that it was fur- | 
| prizingly clean and free from . l $f 
OT | _— '' 0; Ja 
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The Produce of F: t | 
try, and I have heard generally ſo through |} 


Farms in that Coun- 


the Kingdom this laſt Harveſt, is agreed 


to be in the common Run little more than 


four Barrels of Wheat on an Acre, one 
Acre with another through a Farm. The 
Crop at Ardraſs produced ſomething more 
than eight Barrels and a Half an Acre, 
as appeared after Threſhing ; the Grain 


was large, and far exceeded any in the 


Neighbourhood in Colour, Fulneſs and 
Weight: The Neighbours ſo much co- 
veted it for Seed, that they carried it from 
the Barn as faſt as it cou'd be threſhed, 
and paid three and four Shillings a Bar- 


rel more for it than they at that Time 
ſold their own Corn for, after the Ex- 


pence of ten or twelve Miles Carriage to 
the Market of Dublin, where too great 
and extravagant Prices are always paid 
for Corn, and very much greater Rates 


mult be paid, whenever a Supply of Wheat 
and Flower from England fails us. Some- || 


thing of this may be fear'd now; for not 
long ſince we heard, that the uſual Ex- 
port from one Part of that Country was 


Wheat at Beare Quay, Lond. from 37 Shill. 


CO em B et 


to 


oppoſed; whoever conſiders the Price of 


2 | or 6 g 
- 


to 48 Shillings a Quarter, will conclude, 


that if we are ſupplyed it muſt be at a ve- 


ry dear Rate; the Export Præmium cea- 


| ſes, whenever the Price riſes above 40 


j 


| 


| 
| 
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| 
| 


ly thew: And the neighbouring Gentle- 
E 3 


| Shillings a Quarter, I imported from 


London about two Years ſince ſome Wheat 
for Seed, which coſt there 48 Shillings 
the Quarter, and I found that with the 
Expences of Fraight, Exchange, &c. it 
coſt above zo Shillings a Barrel Water- 


meaſure, which is two Pecks leſs than 


our Barrel. 

The common Calamity we lye under 
by the Uncertainty of a Supply, and the 
great Demands this Kingdom muſt an- 
ſwer for it, ſhou'd ſenſibly preſs on ſome 
Care and Conſideration to prevent ſuch 
known Diſadvantages. 

Tf it be allow'd that the bad and expen- 
five Methods of Plowing hitherto uſed, 


have diſcouraged Tillage, and that it will 
yield an encouraging Profit when follow- 


ed in the recommended Method, asI think 
the Experience of the laſt Year's Crop at 
Ardraſs, and the now flouriſhing Appear- 
ance of about forty Acres of Wheat, this 
Year there ſowed in the ſame way, plain- 
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men and Farmers agree to its —_— 
Profit, and defire to get the Ploughs and 
Perſons able to uſe em; How eaſily then 
may this Country be relieved, and abun- 
dantly ſupply its Self? | 

As for making the Ploughs, that Dif- 
ficulty has been with ſome Trouble and 
Expence got over. I call it a Difficulty, be- 
cauſe I cou'd not get em made right, tho 
attempted by the beſt Workmen here in 
Dublin, but was forced to fix up a Forge on 
purpoſe in the Country, where J had the 
Ground to try the Faults, and the joined 


Skill of the Smith, Ploughmaker, and 


Ploughman on the Spot ready to direct 
and amend: them. 

As to Ploughmen, its not in the Power | 
of any Words I know without ſome Prac- |} 
tice to convey a neceſſary Inſtruction to 
em, otherwiſe I moſt readily would pub- 


liſh it. I am certain by Experience that! 


cou'd in a very little time make a Perſon 
of the ſloweſt Apprehenſion, a ſufficient 
working Ploughman, for when plain Di- 
rections ſuited to ſuch Work are practi- 
cally given him, the different Goings and 
Alterations in the Sett of the Plough by 
Experiment ſhewed him, and the Reaſons 
> ro RI : | _ 
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4 _ 2 | 
| of eyery part of the Labour diſtinctly im- 
preſſed on his Mind, three or four Days 
Practice with Inſpection will make bim fit 
to work. I ſhall herein after mention how = 
by a reaſonableEnconragementthe recom - 
mended Method of Plowing, may be 
brought into general Practice, for I am 
| convinc'd by the many Applications made 
to me, for the Ploughs and Ploughmen, 
that it wou'd be ſoon generally followed; 
if they were ſupplyed. The Improvement 
and Advantage in plowing cannot be de- 
nied on Tryal of the recommended Me- 
thods: I mention one farther Inſtance of it. 
In. a little time after publiſhing my for- 
mer Treatiſe I — — ſome Farmers 
about Neucaſtle in the County of Dublin, 
to plow about two Acres in each of their 
Farms into Setts, at the firſt and ſecond 
Plowings, and to cut the Land as truly 
as they could with their Ploughs, as in the 
recommended Method, they immediately 
diſcovered that it made the Land work 
much finer, and that the Draught on 
their Cattle was eaſier, by giving the firſt 
thorough Plowing; and that all the other 
Plowings were ſooner done, than they 
could any way expect, and I have had the 
. . Satisfac- 


£245. + es 
Satisfaction ſince to find by them that the 
Land ſo plowed (tho but of equal Good- 
neſs with the reſt) produced this laſt Har- 
veſt conſiderably more and better Corn, 
than any Part of their Land plowed in the 
old Method, and ſeyeral others on that 
Conviction have plowed all their Wheat- 
land this Year in the recommended Me- 
thod, and will readily go into the full 
Improvement, when they can get the 
Ploughs and Ploughmen. .,  _ 
In my former Book I conſidered the 
Errors of the common Way of plowing for 
Wheat, and propoſed Methods for its Im- 
provement : :In. this Addition to it, I will 
now conſider the Reaſon of the ſmall En- 
_ creaſe in the Spring, Crops, and point it 
out in the Errors of the preſent plowing 
for them, and offer a Method for their 
Amendment, by which the Farmer may 
have an advantageous Gain. 
J ſhall ſpeak only to the plowing and 
ſowing of Oats, becauſe that is the uſual 
Crop after Wheat, unleſs in ſome parti- 
.cular Lands, and its what I agree they 


muſt yet continue in, for the bad plowed, 
_ Riff, unbroken Clay, can't be reduced, and 
: fertilized, in the plowings for one Spring 
11 — o, 


Crop, to a neceſſary Finenels for 
thoꝰ they may do for Oats. \. | 
The Dependance the poor Country La- 
bourer and his Family have on Oatmeal 
for their Support, ſince Bread Corn is dear, 
Is another Reaſon why 1 ſpeak to Oats 
only, and J have been well informed that 
| moſt of the old Farmers declare they will 
leave off Spring Crops, becauſe they have 
ſo little cake in Oats, which they know 
their Land is moſt fit for. —— I muſt 
remark to ſuch Farmer, that the foleRea- | 
ſon of his ſmall Encreaſe is bad plowing, or | 
rather no plowing, the Landis either tum- | 
led over in Lumps, or raiſed in large un- | 
broken Clods, fo that the wanted Noutiſh- {| 
ment for the Grain, lyes as it were locked 
up in em; the Land wants frequent plow- 
ing and harrowing, to open and give it an 
Opportunity of imbibing from the Air and | 
Showers, ſuch Virtues as the late Crop of 
Wheat had taken from it, whereby the 
Earth ſo broke and expoſed to the Alt 
Would become mellow, and fit to ſupport 
the Grain; all this Error will beſt appear * 


Barl ey, 


ing for Oats, which is this, — in tje 


: 
Ve 


into the Furrows with four goings of the | 
Plough, the laſt. Harveſt Wheat-ridge, | 
which was made up by {x goings, and by 
that make the Ridge for the Oats, 
I he Height from the top of the Wheat- 
-, ridge to the Furrow is ſix Inches, though 
|  thexe is not above four Inches of that ſtir- 
red Earth, as was ſhewed in my former 
Treatiſe, IT 

They at this plowing go by Neceſſity 
as deep in that Ridge as the old Furrow 
lay, becauſe the Middle of the old Ridge 
is to be the new Furrow; by this Method 
ö the Oats which fall on the new Furrow, 
(which is near a third part of the Land) 
will have no good Earth below them for 
their Nouriſhment, but meet a cold barren 
Clay and never grow, that part of the Land 
lyes naked and loſt to that Crop, as may 
be plainly ſeen after the firſt coming up 
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of what Corn grows, 

Another Error is thus, 

The only good Mold which was ſho- 
ved up and lay at the tops of the Wheat- 
ridges, (as proved before) is in this Me- 
krhod tumbled into the bottom of the old 
Furrow, and buried under at leaſt two In- 
ches of an unprepared Clay or Earth that 
Ke 2 —_ - is 


ſ 2 
- -. 
w 
j * 
* 


now mentioned. 


o* 


is raiſed by the nen Zoing two Inches 
deeper in the middle o 

ridge than there was ſtirred Earth, as juſt 
After this bad U 
| fape, it can't well be called plowing, the 
Land lyes thus till Seed-time, they then 
give it a common harrowing, and ſow 


the old Wheat- 


two Barrels of Oats on an Acre. 


as the Seed caſually fell on the good Earth, 
but no where appears even and regular; 
and a great part of what by a ſmall Sup- 
ply of Earth' can at firſt make a faint Shoot, 
inches into a weak Straw and empty Far, 
fo want of a fall Support. The lack 
daws and Crows pretty conſtantly) attend 
the Seed-time of this Husbandry, for un- 


doubtedly a great part of the Seed lyes na- 


ked on the unbroken Clods and Furrows, 
and is ready for their Uſe, and 1 believe 
the Farmer makes allowances for this waſte 


by the great Quantity of Seed fown, as 1 


ſhall preſent! ſhew ; the Remedy! propoſe 
for this, i is ſubmitrec to the Farmer's Judg- 


ment in the following Method, but muft 
give this previous Caution, that theWheat- 
ands, on which the Oats are to be ſown 

and 


The Crop, comes 1 in Rows and Spots, | 
1 


— ——— rene rem 
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and plow'd for, were uſed in the recom- 9 
mended Method. 11 | 


Thus then, < 8: TOI 
As ſoon as the Weather permits after 
the beginning of December, break dow 
into the Furrow the Wheat-ridge, with two 


goings of the Plough. —- This firſt half- 
plowing (which is no more, becauſe that 
Ridge was made up with four goings) o- 


pens the Land to the Air and Froſt, and 


turns under the Wheat- ſtubble, by which 


it the readier rots into Dung; this new- 
made Ridge is made hollow by the Turn 
in the Breaſt of the Plough, and lyes dry. 
——-*Tis proper to remember now, that 
in our Wheat-furrow there was at leaſt two 


Inches of ſtirred Mold, and that the Ridge f 


from top to bottom was all truly plowed 


and fine Earth; this obviates the Gbjecti- 
ons complained of in the old Method. 


When this Half-plowing is over about 


the latter end of January, harrow down 
level what was firſt done croſs the new 
Ridges, then croſs- plom them into Setts 
of 36 Foot broad, this is a thorough plow- 


rt of the Land is truly 
Ayes thus till Seed- 
| harrowed croſs the 

Setts, 


and every 
| 28 Kr 218 
time, anc > 


| 


of 


6 4 


Ferre, and only one Barrel of Oats =" 


on an Acre, and lightly harrowed over 
to cover the Seed. 


In this Method, you may end on 


alla of at leaſt 10 or x2 Barrels an 


Acre, and on good Land x5. In the o- 
ther Method tho 2 Barrels are ſowed they 
ſcarce get five or ſix. Experience in 
the North of Ireland, where the general 


Crop is Oats, may confirm this Improve- 


ment; ſome Land there, is always-uſcd for 
| Oats, they regularly in one plowing cut 
all the Ground, and the Soil being light, 
it by that falls fine and Yields a profitg- 
ble Encreaſe. 

In this — Way, there. is an 
Appearance of more Labour and Expence 
| than in the preſent Method; but it will 
prove otherwiſe in our once well plow'd 
Lands for tlie Wheat Crops, for then the 
Plough runs preſently through it, only 
3 fFHorſes are uſed in each plowing, and 
they go near an Acre a Day.' - 

I muſt now confeſs that I am a little 
—_ in publiſhing what I intended a 
- Part of this Addition to my firſt Treatiſe, 
dir. my Obſervations and Experiments, 
on the Nature and een of Soils 


Mr. Bradley, that I am forced to ſpeak 


(15) 


in general, and of their Improvement of | 
each other. Ihavelately read ſome Books 
publiſhed by Mr. Bradley under the Titles | 


of A General Treatiſe of Hushandry and 
Gardening, and the Farmer's Monthly Di- 
rector, and find that in one part or other 
of his Books, he touches on the ſame 
things with me, and that we have thought 


pretty near the ſame Way : His Opinion 
and Obſervation of Soils, is related in ſeve- 


ral Places of his Books, as that large Field 
of General Husbandry and Gardening gave 
him Occaſion to mention them, but not 
in any cloſe Method, with particular Re- 
gard to Corn Crops, or of the Improve- 
ment which this Country wants; they are 


interſperſed in different Places both in 


Gardening and Hushandry, and have ma- 


ny References to his other Books—— 1 


agree they are well writ, with Judgment 


and Knowledge, but I fear it will be little 


Information to the Farmers in this Coun- 
try (whom I would willingly help) to di- 
re&*em to ſearch his Books for Inſtruction; 


the Improvements there, are too widely 


branched for their Reach : When I have 


made this Acknowledgment in juſtice to 


_— A —— 


as 4.1 
ſome, tho not many which he 
has already oubliſhed, I qc bg ven- 
ture for the publick Service to be 3 
* Frdus Interpres 2 Faithful Tranſcriber, 
than omit adding ſuch Obſervations as I 
am ſure will help the Farmer in this Coun- 
try to a better Increaſe, and as ſuch the 
more encourage Tillage. 5 175 
The Lands generally uſed under = | 
Plough: for Wheat, which lye near the {| 
Market of Dublin, as I mentioned in mp 
former Treatiſe, are {tiff Clay Soils.  - , | 
In theſe ſtiff Soils there is an excellent 
| ,prolifick Vertue, they abound in vegetable 
Riches; but by means of an oily or rather 
viſcous Quality which is in' em, the parts 
are ſo cloſely bound together, that they 
Cannot act unleſs they are opened, and 
bete ſtrong Soils in wet Seaſons ruin Corn. 
Bauch clay Ground; as it happens to be 
more or leſs ſtiff and. heavy, ſhou'd have 
more or leſs of a Manure of a light, looſe, _ 
| and opening Nature; mixed with it by 
frequent plowings, &c.: as are. all Turf 
Mold, Gravel or ſandy Soils; for their | 
Sbharpneſs will open A parts: of the Clay, 
' cand;make; that ſtiff; Soil mellow Thus 
one 50 vey? Pe e by the other, 
* ; t E 


| 
| 
132 
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_ Ci) 
the ſtiff Clay by being intermixed with 
td lighter $ Soils, and the Ground of a 
eontrary Nature, by bringing to it che 
ſtronger and ſtiffer Land. 
Buch light Soils are fit for * Grid 


by common plowing only, ſuch” as Rye 
and Meſlin,in ſuch Land where there is a 


little natural Mixtute of a brittle yellowiſh 
Clay, which yet may be cated: a light 
Ground, Oats or Turnips may de lowed 
to Advantage. | 

I omit mentioning; the eee 
Crops 
fron, &c, directed by Mr. Bradley, be- 
cauſe its chiefly my Deſign, that we may 
firſt have Bread Corn ſufficient, and then 
let the diligent Husbandman try other 
Crops as his Soil will bear, and chooſe 
that which lyes to his beſt Market. 
My Thoughts on improvin Soils, have 
been 'chiefly engaged in confidering that 


which will be of the moſt general Uſe to | 


that End in this Kingdom. 


And firſt to help che Lands now ploy 
ed, 
41 Alriſt the Mixtures before mention- 


ed for ſuch Lands, ſome of which will 


that ſuch Lands will bear, as S. 


oe generally be found in one part or | 
enge C 


| other 1 
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other of every A or very near it; if 


not, Lime, Sea-ſand-:or, Coal-aſhes may 


erhaps be gers, and either of em will an- 

ſwer : Theſe Lands may be greatly help- 
ed by the Backs of old Ditches or any 
Earth, Mooring or Houſe- rubbiſn, with 
a little Lime properly mixed with them : 
I propoſe this Compoſt to be made in a- 
ny Place convenient to the Land, its to 
be laid on thus, 

Let the Moorin g. Houſe-rubbiſh, Earth or 
any Eumps of Clay that a Spade can break, 
be ad 8. Inches thick in a broad Heap, 
over this, put a Layer 3 Inches thick of 
"Lhe: or Sea-ſand, which ever can be ea- 
fieſt had, or common Sand if the others 
can't be got, and thus ſtratum ſuper fira- 
tum till you have a Quantity ſufficient for 
your Uſe, this Heap muſt lye at leaſt a 
Month, and is then to be turned and 
trenched for the better Mixture: I re- 
commend theſe Manures, to be uſed in 
the ſame Method as I ſhall direct in the 
Improvement of ſome Soils in Treland, 
which I ſhall preſently mention. 42 

Ditches made in direct and ſtrait Lines 
vill the readier carry away the Water, 
vhich the neteſſary Nn in ſuch 


S . Lands 


3 


— 
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Lands convey to them; the crooked” 


Ditches that are now on ſuch Grounds, 
very often do Damage by Stoppages at 


their ſeveral Turns before its ſeen, and at 


beſt, they create Expence in opening 


them, in my Opinion it will anſwer the: 


Expence to alter them, for ſuch Part of 


the old Ditches as is thrown down will 
be excellent Land. I am informed in ma- 
ny Parts of Ireland there are great Tracts 
of very deep ſtiff clay Land which lye near 
the Turf Boggs, and are not now uſed in 
Tillage, but' are unimproved and almoſt 
waſte, ſuch Lands appear ſowre and wet 
in Winter, and burnt and crack'd in Sum- 
mer; Heat or Rain forces theſe Ex- 


treams, and they yield a poor hungry 


Herbage unprofitable blewiſh Graſs. 
I propoſe to improve theſe Lands by 
frequent plowings, to reduce and lay o- 
pen the ſtubborn Clay to the Air, and 
then to intermix with them a Manure 


one great part of which their Situation 


can abundantly and cheaply ſupply, to 
wit, the common Turf-bog Mold. ; 
The other part of the Manure is Lime, 


where it can be had cheap, in this Situ- |} 
ation it may be burnt by the Turf at an 
1 eaſy 
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If Lime can't 50 1 9 or 1 | 


may be uſed inſtead ot it, but if Sea-ſand 
year be teaſonably got, it is equal to Lime 
1111 
4 74 Choice of i it, . rich- 
efb- which. has the feweſt Patticles of real 
| Sand an lit, but is full of Shells, broke ſo 
ſmall, that they appear. to the naked Eye 
as. Pant cles of * — 5 and this may 
diſtovered by a magnifying Glaſs, and 
ſometimes the Shells are beuge cnough 
| for, common Vie. 

am now to direct, oh Sch Soils and 


firſt to give this little Djrediog: for pre: 
paring the Turf Mold. 

| . Let a cutting Spade be lo tha * that 
it may raiſe the Turf Soil thin 7 
chat it may the ſooner dry and looſen in- 
to Mold, let it be e up in broad 
E beeps: like Potatoe Ridges round the 


*  Turt-pits, and dig it as early 1 inthe Year. 


as the Weather will permit. 
When it is dry and fit for Carriage, it 

may be removed and laid in a large Heap 

near 


caſy Rate, if. the Lime Stone can be 


y choſen It may he of uſe to 


Manures may be intermixed to a benefi- 
| cial Improvement; but it may be proper 


— — 
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hear the Land where it is to be uſed in 
the Spring following; if the Summer Heats | 

have not fully looſen d it into Mold, in the 
| firſt dry Weather in Ocfober let it be tren 
| ched and turned, and afterwards-cover'd 
over with Sodds to keep off the Winter 
| Rains: And now to the Uſe of it. 
In the beginning of November, or as 
ſoon then as the Weather will let you work, 
begin to break up the Land with the com- | 
mon Plough. now uſed, let the firſt plow- |: 
ing be about five Inches deep, and plow 
it into Setts of 36 Foot broad, let great 
Care be taken that the Ploughman goes 
no wider in each going of his Plough than 
what he truly cuts, for the Land muſt all 
| be turn'd up and laid open to receive the 
Benefit of the Air and Froſts, and be ſure 
let Water; cuts be immediately made to let 
; off the Water that falls on it. 
The Land is to lye thus till the end of 
February, at which time harrow it down 
well croſs the Setts with the large Harrow, 
deſcribed in my former Treatiſe, and on- 
ly harrow a Day's Work forward of the 
Plough, leſt Rain ſhould fall and make it 
I if there remain ſome Clods after 
harrowing, as may be expected, then rage 4 
I the 


ei) 
the arid with a Rowler recommended and 
deſcribed” This Method of Clod- break - 
ing is far preferable to the expenſive way 
directed by Mr. Bradley and Mortimer, 
and greatly helps the deſigned Reduction 
of the Clay. When you have thus har- 
rowed and rowled, carry on the Turf 
mold, and lay it in little Heaps for an e- 
qual Diſtribution of 320 Beer- barrels to an 
Acre, and ſo ſpread it; then croſs- plow- 
the firſt Setts in the ſame true Method of 
plowing into Setts of equal Largeneſs: the 
Plough is now to go an Inch deeper, which 
will be eaſy, ſo much Land being already 
broke. | DEI! 
The recommended Ploughs are now to 
be uſed for their many Advantages, and the 
Breaſt will lay the Setts in one general 
Hollow, each Furrow hanging on ano- 
ther, by which all the Rain that falls will 
drain off, and the Air and Sun will have 
the greater power over it: the Water-cuts 
in the Land are ſtill to be minded. — 
Let the Land lye thus till the latter end 
of June, then harrow it well down croſs 
the Ridges and uſe the Rowler as before; 
and give it the third plowing thus. 


eit 
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Let the Plough in four goings ſize up |} 
a Ridge round, and little more than two . | 
Foot broad at the bottom; there is no 
loſs of Land by the Furrows, for every 
Furrow has ſtirred Mold in it, and will yield 
good Corn; they are Drains to the Land. 
As ſoon as this third plowing is done, 
carry out 80 Barrels of unſlack'd Lime, 
and lay it at equal Diſtances in Heaps, pro- 
portioning that Quantity to an Acre, 
As you lay the Heaps on, cover them 
with ſome of the Mold, which will keep 
in the Strength of the Lime, otherwiſe it 
will be greatly ſpent before it is ſpread. — 
Sowe the Land as early as you can in Sep- 
tember, and ſpread your Heaps juſt before 
the Plough ; then cloſe up the Ridges with {| 
the Foot-plough, as recommended. 1 
In this Method you have certainly made 
a good and durable Soil for Tillage or Pa- 
ſture, and I adviſe three Crops to be ta- 
ken before they are laid to Paſture, that 
the Clay may be the more reduced by the | 
Plough, Sc. and the Manure more truly | 
intermixed with 'em. | | 
If ſuch Lands are intended to be laid to 
Paſture, the great Profit that will ariſe bß 
ſowing Clover and Ray-graſs on em * 2 
| ; _ 
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the laſt Crop may encourage every one to 
it, the Land will be very fit for it, and 
| poke Acre ſo ſown will, in Paſture, equal 
at leaſt three Acres of your beft common 
Paſture-land for the firſt four Years. —— 
The Ray-graſs will preſerve Sheep from 
Rot, and recover em if but a little 
touch'd, and very much prevents -- Ha- 
zard to Cows and Bullocks of bu 
the luſcious Feed of the Clover out 
Caution, as directed in my: drmm F —"Y 
but I have found by Experience ſince, that 


ſuch Hazard may be entirely prevented by 


azing the Clover before it grows too 
high ao and large in its Stems, and by turn- 
ing the Cattle in at firſt when the Grafs 
is dry and free from Rain. | 
| - ** the Field be laid up in January, and 
by the middle of April it will be about 
6 SÞvot and a half high; then turn in your 
Cattle of any ſort, * you may graze it 
till the beginning of Auguſt, and can ſcarce 
over- ſtock it. 
As one Acre of this Paſture will dene 
filly ſupport as much Stock as three Acres 
of L Graſs, ſo will it be in a treble 
proportion manured and benefitted by the 
Farms 1 and be thus greatly oy 
e . 
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1 adviſe 141. of Clover and a Buffiel i 
| Rye-graſs to be ſowed on an Acre in the |! 
Method in my former Book directed. 

It has been commonly objected bat 
theſe Graſſes are only to be ſown where 
it is intended in four Vears to plow che 
Land again, becauſe in that time they : | 
wear out; but this is a great Error: I a- 
gree the. extraordinary Profit at that time 
ceaſes, the Rye-graſs will laſt thirty Years 
in full Profit, and as the Clover wears a= 
way the natural Graſs ſucceeds (where the 
Land has been rightly plow'd and laid 
down in ſome Strength, as this Land will 
be) and ſome of the Clover, though it 
does not grow ſo large, I have KO co.. 
tinue, mixed with the natural Graſs, ten 
Vears after it was ſown ; but theſe Graf" 
ſes may be revived to a full Profit, withs | 
out plowing again. As thus, | 
About the beginning of Tune in the third 
Summer turn off the Stock, and let the 
Land be ſhut up, the Graſs does not groß 
high, but will be very full of Seed, let it 
ſtand till you find moſt of the Sec ſhed, 
which may be about the middle of O- 
ber, then turn in your Plow and Draft- 
horkes, to eat up the Graſs, and ſuch Feed 
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Will 


| 
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will be moſt aſeful to them when they bave 
- been at full Labqur, an 850 ps ber 


| hard work d in finiſhin ang e Seed-time, and 


other Paſture is pretty carce; by their trea- 


not before ſhed will fall on the Land, and 


it 9 be ney | {tock'd and planted: Crops 
this way continued in very near 


Profit for many Years... 

* Where ſuch Landis intended! to be plow- 
ed. no more than to bring it to a good. 

Soil — then laid to Paſture, I think it ne- 

ceſſary, in regard to the former Nature 

of it hefore Improvement, that it he laid 

down in a particular Method, that the too 


great Quantity of Water that otherwiſe 
might t ſtand on it in very wet Weather, 

y be carried off, 1 therefore adviſe the 
folloyin Method. 


Let the firſt Crop be Wheat, and ſown 
as before directed, and the other two Crops 


be Oats, becauſe the Land can't be work d d 
up in leſs than the ployings for two Crops 
in the ſame Way. 

Let the plowings be thus, 

For the firſt Vear's Crop of Oats, let the 
Land be laid in 7 36 Foot broad, and 


abe god. lying on it, the Seed that was 


— — 
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both one Way and never acroſs as in the 
common Met od) tb 4 Riſe in the middle, 
and on each fide left in an eaſy gradually 
hanging Slope, in ſhape of a well madeGra- 
vel-walk, and let the Sett be laid to the ad- 
vantage of any natural Fall that may be 
in the Land; by this the Wet will drain 
eaſily off, without Expence or Waſte of 
Land, if it has the leaſt natural Fall, where 


4 Ditch may be made to receive it from 


the ſeveral Hollows. 

For the fecond Year's Crop, 
It muſt be all the fame way, as it now 
lyes truly plowed, but no way croſs it, be- 
cauſe theRife and Slope are to continue and 


bea little encfeaſed to the proper Height, 


it is to be harrowed the ſame way the Sett 
lyes, and if need be rowled, it will thus 
be fully fine and well laid. . 


Improvement of Land when at too dear | 


a rate is, in my Opinion, a falſe Term, 
and that makes me willingly compute on 
the neareft Suppoſition I can, the Expence 
and Profit of this Improvement ; and eve- 
ry Perſon who has ſuch Lands may either 
en or add to it, as the Lime is more 
or leſs expenſive, the Rates of the Bog- 
mold will be much the ſame in moſt Pla- 
Ces. * D 2. AL 
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Acre — 


. 
To the foneral Plowings and 
Harrowings. ————-— oo 


To the Rowlings, ———— oo 
3 ＋ o 320 Barrels of Turf-mold, 


at 1 d. per Barr. including 
Carriage and Turning. — o 


'To 80 Barrels of Lime, at 3 d. 


O1 


per Barr. —— 


” To 3 Buſh. of Wheat for Seed, 
dt 10 5. per Barrel, for ſo 


I rate the Product. oo 
* of the Land for 2 Vears, 
valued at 3s. per Acre before 

improved. — oo 
The preſent Value of me 
- Tythe —— — 
Reaping, &'c.—— 


O00 


00 


Thus then III e the Expence of an 
ed in this Method. 


6. d. 


14 00 


on 06 


o6 08 
oo oo 

07 06 
06 Oo 


04 oo 
05 00 


- 04 
The firſt Crop will, produce at 


leaſt 10 Barr. an Acre. 


þdoublc alue, 


O5 
0 The whole Expence is over - paid in two 


Tears, and the Land improved at leaſt 
"oy 


04 08 


OO. O00 
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Another Method propoſed to improve 
theſe ſtiff Soils, where Lime, _Sand, or 
Gravel cannot eaſily be had, is thus, 
Break up the Land with the Plough as 
before directed, and let it lye for the 
ſame time, then harrow and rowl it well 
to break as much of it as poſſible; the 
Clods that remain unbroke, are then to 
be gathered and Heaps built up hollow, 
of ſize equal to the contiguous Lumps to 
be roaſted, and furze Buſhes laid among 
em, theſe Heaps are to be fired in dry Wea- 
ther, and Furze laid ready at each Heap | 
to continue this Clay roaſting for about 
two Days; the Fire ſhou'd be kept as 
cloſe within the Heaps as may be, after | 
this ſpread out the Heaps. And the Land 
is to be plowed, harrowed and rowled, as 
in the Method juſt now mentioned. 
Mr. Bradley has mentioned the burn- 
ing ſuch Land, with the ſmall Coal that 
is generally at the Mouth of the Coal- 
mines, to be very beneficial to Perſons 
who have Coal-mines on their Lands, 
he repeats a Gentleman's Experiment that 
way, in MWorceſter ſbire. big 4 
The Earth was gathered in Heaps, and 
the Coals ſpread among it 150 were 


ſet 
CL... 
A 
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ſet on Fire by ſmall Buſhes of Putze, 
when the Heaps were well Burnt, = 
were ſpread on the Land as it was fre 
plowed, and then the Wheat was ſowed 
on it; this produced an extraordinary 
Crop, and by this Practice the Land 
which was hardly worth to ſhill. per 
Acre, is now worth 46 hilt. pe, Acre, 
the Coal-aſhes greatly help'd to divide 
and open the ſtiff Clay. © 

T have repeated this Improvement be- 
cauſe it may be of great Advantage to 
all Lands that can have ſuch Cofrivenieh- 
cy of Coals, the Lands near the Coal- 


|| mines in the County of Kilkenny, and the 


North of Ireland have great Opportunity, 
and it may be worth while to eftimate 
the Expence, and fee whether the Profit 
will not anſwer paying ſome ſmall Price 
| for the Coal to improve Land, at ati eaſy 

| Diſtance for the Carriage. 
I have obſerved that there are great 
"|| Parcels of Land within 12 Miles of Dub- 
n, entirely loſt to the Publick among 
ſeveral of the Farms that are badly laid 
down, and turn'd to accidental Dairys 
within theſe laſt 18 Yeats. 1 

It is within this time that almoſt every 

E Gentle 


1 
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Gentleman in 955 Country that ſet anew 
1 reſtrained his Tenant from plow- 


ing; 1 confeſs he was forced to it by Ne- 


cellity, to ſaye his Land from being torn 
up and 3 in three Years Time left on him 


with at leaſt a, Year's Arrear in the Hands 
of a broken Tenant. 


When a Farm was left in this Condi- 


tion, Plowing was at once concluded the 
Ruin of it, and I agree that the bad plow- 


ing it generally had, ruined both the 
Land and the Tenant, for he cou'd not 
live by the ſmall Encreaſe. 


Such Land 6 lay to little or no Profit for 


G4 - ws & & 


this Way, but it is * * e to the Pub- 
lick, added in the dear Price of its Pro- 
duct, the Butter. 

Every one that knows the Rents paid 
for ſuch Dairy Farms near London, to be 


three times more than is paid here, will 


be ſurprized that Butter ſells here in all 
Seaſons ſo. near the Rates paid there, 
when The Conſumption muſt bear a very 


great diene ene and the Land here 


/ 


in 
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in its ſelf vere it rightly managed i is full 
_ 45 good. 
-" Moſt of fich Lands as have been plowed 
in that time are laid down badly and per- 
kaps a great Part of what was laſt 2 
ed is left in high Ridges and the Furrows 
deſtroyed with ſtanding Water. I have 
_ before proved that by the preſent Method 
2 Proving, (and theſe Lands were that 
plowed) the dead Clay is left on the 
fate of the Furrows, and the ſides of 
the Ridges; this yields nothing but an 
9 Moſs, as may be ſeen every 
'| Day, and on the Tops of the Ridges the 
1 oily. good Graſs grows, if ſo, two Parts 
in Three' of ſuch Lands lye waſte, and 
in a better Management wou'd maintain 
three times the Stock they now bear. 
duch Farms as theſe may be very often 
met with on Inſpection, and they cart 
be improved but by plowing, vhich may 
be done in ſmall Quantities of about ten 
Acres wy Year 5 as not to op the 
Dairy: 
Let Nick "OE? be bike up early in 
the Year, and truly fallowed and plowed 
as dire&ed, for a Crop of Wheat, which 
it will anſwer well without any Manure: 
= After 
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After this Crop let it be laid down as di- 
rected with a Crop of Oats well harrow- 
ed, rowled and made fine, it will very 
much help the Land to Paſture ſoon, if 
a little aſter the Oats is ſowed, you ſowe 
about 5 Barrels of common Hay-ſeed on 
an Acre, which may be got for five pence 
a Barrel; and the Land muſt be Buſhs 
harrowed to cover the Seeds. 

Succeſs in Husbandry depends on an 
exact and regular Management in every 
Part, and as in mechanical Movements; 
Art and Skill muſt here direct the Work : 
A Miſcarriage gives every thing a Diſre- 
pute, and by unskilful Tryals, many uſe- 
ful Improvements have been loſt and re- 

jected. Moſt People agree, that Ireland 
greatly wants Improvement; the Tllage 
is evidently in a bad Way, and Methods 
for its certain Amendment to apparent 
Advantage, are propoſed and demonſtra- 
ted. 7 
Since therefore the Benefits will be to 
to the Publick, and that very many Gen- 
tlemen and Farmers are now ready to 
buy the Ploughs, Sc. if they had Ser- 
vants inſtructed in the Uſe of them: It 
i wich great Deference I give this Hint, 
Mürl E whether 


= 
* : 
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er g Perſon capable; to e 
ceſſary Directions, might not be Em- 


Pound as uſually given, and tempts him 


F\ 


4 
the ne- 


ploy'd at the publick Charge, whereby 
the common and general Good of a bet- 


ter Husbandry in this Country may be 
greatly promoted, and the recommend- 
ed Methods brought into a general Prac- 


tice. 7 f 

I take leave to mention one thing 
more, which I think may be of great 
Service and Help to Improvement in ge- 
neral, by ſupplying 4 among our 
ſelves Proteſtant Hushandmen and Ser- 
vants, and at the ſame time make a much 
better Proviſion, than now is, for the 


Boys of the Charity- ſchools. c 


When a Boy on the Charity Founda- 
tion is big enough for a Trade, he is ne- 
ceſſarily put out to make way for others 
that e ear Notice is given that a 
Maſter is wanted, this ſoon comes to the 
Knowledge of ſome poor Tradeſman, 
who can ſcarce get Work enough to ſup- 


ply himſelf; his preſent Want makes 


im catch at the Fee of three or four 


to take the Apprentice; the Tradeſman 
makes an Appearance of Ability ta; the 


. ˙ e 1 
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Pariſh, and undoubtedly the beſt Care is 
taken that he ſhou'd really beſo, but the 
Fee is ſo ſmall that Riſques of that kind 
muſt be run, and one or the other of 
the following Extreams, I fear, is but the 
too common Conſequence; either the. 


poor Maſter in a little time breaks for 


want of Work, before the Boy has learn- 
ed his Trade, his Cloaths are worn our, 
and he lett almoſt naked among Numbers 
in this City of Shoe-boys and News-cry- 
ers, and there expoſed to the greateſt 
Hazard of Ruin to both Soul and Body---- 
or if this be not the Caſe, but the Ap- 
er be faithfully diſcharged on 
oth Sides, then want of Employment 
for this new made Journeyman, preſſes 
hard on him, and he is forced to ſome 
common Labour to get a bare Support. 
This Method of putting out Apprenti- 
ces has already = Hor the Trades that 
will agree to take ſuch ſmall Fees as can 
be given from the Funds of the Charity- 
{chools, and if it be continued, they muſt 
be much more ſo. I'm unwilling to men- 
tion the particular Corporations whoſe 
Journeymen are ſo numerous and poor, 


tis probable moſt have obſerved it; for 


E 2 melancholy y 


T7 - 
n Complaints not long fince 


| were 1 made. 


# And by this means in ſome Years there 


That ſuch Boys may be uſeful in the 


Mpbandry and Improvement of their 


Country, and ſuch Hazard of Miſcarria- 


ges in the Apprenticeſhip, or Want of Em- 
* ployment after, prevented, I propoſe that 
many of em as Maſters can be got for, 
be put Apprentices to Proteſtant Farmers. 


I ſuppoſe the Boy thirteen or fourteen 


| Years old, and Boys of leſs Age hold the 
_ Plough in England, but at worſt, ſuch a 


Boy is able at i Country-work to earn 


his Diet, he is put out with a good full 


Suit of Cloaths and ſome Linnen, and the 
4 1. paid as a Fee will keep him in repair 


for the firſt two Years, by which time he 
will undoubtedly be uſeful, and will earn a 
thorough Maintenance: Were others of 
theſe Boys put to Gentlemen who keepGar- 


deners and taken as Apprentices, they 


Vvou'd be made good Labourers at the 


Spade, and fit for the Husbandry of the 
uſeful Kitchen Garden. 
In each of the various Employments of 


che Country, ſome of theſe Boys will be 


made gſeſul Members of the Community, 


will 


44 


Cotters. „ ee er deen 
When the Boys, who are put to Far- 
mers, have behaved well in a faithful Ap- 
prenticeſhip, and are become skilful and 


experienced Husbandmen, how reaſonah - 


ly may it be expected, that every Gen- 
tleman will be glad to Sez ſuch a Man 4 
fmall Farm on part of his Eſtate, and even 
give him Credit for a Stock to manage it; 
this will be a ſure Way to improve great 
Eſtates, and thus would the Waſtes of this 
Country be peopled, and flouriſh in a f 
and bene ficial Husbandry, and the Prote- 
ſtant Intereſt be greatly ſtrengthened. 


The common Sailor, who goes abroad 


with ſome ſmall Inſtruction in Navigation, 
ſoon becomes uſeful in his Judgment as 
well as Labour; for that Reaſon, I would 
have ſuch Charity-boys as are intended for 
Husbandry, inſtructed a. little at their 
Schools in that part of it, which Mr. Brad- 
ley truly obſerves, every Farmer ought to 
be ſo much a Philoſopher as to know, vis. 
The Nature of Souls, and the Gram fit for 
them. 


the Land, the Uſe of draining, ditching 
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will be a Supply of Pr oteſtant Servants à nd ' 


** 1 k * 
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I] would alſo have em inform- 
ed of the Reaſons for every plowing given 
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and manuring properly, and ſuch other 
Inſtructions as might with a very little 
pains be collected from Mr. Bradley, Mr. 
Mortimer, and other Books of Husband- 
ry, and put into a ſhort and plain Me- 
- thod for their reading at School. 
In this Method every Apprentice will 
go out prepared to begin that Work tru- 
ly, which he has ſome Notion of, he will 
then be a ready Servant, and preſently uſe- 
ful; and may remind his Maſter of a ne- 
ceſſary Water-cut for his Corn land, which 
Hurry made him over-look. Such an in- 
ſtructed Apprentice may find out for his 
Maſter, perhaps as yet uninformed in the 
Improvement of Soils by Mixture, a rea- 
| dyandconvenient Manure for his ſtiff clay 
FI Soil, by a neighbouring Sand-bank, Lime, 
Dc. or direct him in the Methods of roaſt- 
ing ſuch Land; and, in ſhort, put him 
in purſuit of ſuch Methods as will improve 
his Farm, and make It and Him of grea- 
der Uſe to the Publick. 
| I ſhall conclude this general Obſerva- 
tion for promoting the Agriculture of this 
Country, and the better Employment of 
| 


— 


done part of the Poor, in the Words of that 
true Patriot, ever forward in the Service of 


— 039) Sis I 
his Country, the Right Honourable the 
late Lord Molefworth, as mention'd by him 

in a Treatiſe publiſh'd 1723, among other 
Conſiderations, for employing the Poor. 


© I ſhall venture in one Word to give 
my Opinion, which is this, That the 
whole Oeconomy of Agriculture is ge- 
nerally miſtaken or neglected in this 
Kingdom. | | 
6 Either *tis not underſtood, or tis 
ce thought below the Conſideration of the 
higher Ranks among us, and therefore 
has not been made the Care of Parlia- 
ments as I hope it ſoon will be, ſince 
there is ſo great a Deſire to employ 


and provide for the Neceſſities of the _ 
Poor. A | 


Nor have we paſs'd untold what Arms they wield, 
Who labour Tillage, and the furrow'd Field: 
Without whoſe Aid the Ground her Corn denies, 
And nothing can be ſown, and nothing riſe. Dryden's Virg. 
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aud is at preſenta pretty general Care, 
8. 25 A little thought of it, but till Erz 
mar from Tryal, can t venture to pub» 
13 inion therein; Butal think it 
. pie uſeful and of ſervice. to ins 
* 7 i ls Treacil; a Method, which if 
i approved, wy grenly hy the erduliny 3 
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|: Stones cangot be got in ſuch places to 
maße FrenbDrains,: all Bogs nou ſub⸗ 
dae and fink in, as Vent is given them 
to purge out chat Dropſy they are fel 
up witch; his ſinking preſſes on the files 
\ WM the Cuts and Paſſages opened to let off 
the Water, and by the breaking in of the 
Bog. oil che Drais are ſtopt, and by that 
the Improvement is loaded with a con- 
ſtant Fæpence of Labour to open and re- 
move fach Obftruct &ions, whic otherwiſe . 
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